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Dear Members,

As we approach the final quarter of 2025, the Auburn Rose Society is

blooming with gratitude for your continued support and enthusiasm.

With autumn’s arrival, we reflect on a vibrant year and prepare for a

season of renewal, learning, and connection.

Highlights from the Year So Far

Annual Strategic Planning Session Recap:

Held on July 11th, our executive committee gathered to chart

the      course for 2026 and beyond. As a result of this strategic

planning session, we are proud to share our mission and vision:

The Auburn Rose Society is dedicated to the promotion,

appreciation, and cultivation of roses in Auburn and the

surrounding communities. Through education, outreach, and

community engagement, we strive to inspire a love for roses,

support gardeners of all levels, and foster a vibrant community

of rose enthusiasts. Our mission is to preserve the beauty and

heritage of the rose while encouraging sustainable gardening

practices and lifelong learning.

Two of our key initiatives for the coming year include:

Increasing membership to grow our community of rose lovers 

Hosting rose shows to celebrate and showcase the beauty of our

gardens by 2027

We are excited for the future and we thank you for your support!

Yours in the garden, 

Jami Johnson cont'd p.2
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Membership :

Next Meeting:
September 14, 2 pm 
At the Lee County Extension
Office

2025 annual membership dues are only $25 for

individuals for a limited time. 

Individual membership dues will go up to $30

on January 1, 2026.

Families are $40 for 2025 and 2026

📧  AUBURNROSESOCIETY@GMAIL.COM

 🌐  AUBURNROSESOCIETY.ORG
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Summer Break Reflections

 Though we paused meetings in July and

August, many members continued tending

their gardens and sharing blooms on our

social media. Thank you for keeping the

spirit of the Auburn Rose Society alive and

blooming! 🌹

Curious what all the fuss is about? Check

us out on social media to see the stunning

roses and vibrant community that make

our society so special!
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Next Auburn Rose Society meeting:
Sunday, September 14 at 2:00pm

Lee County Extension Office

Important 
Upcoming 

Dates

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s
M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g s  R e s u m e  i n  S e p t e m b e r

J o i n  u s  a s  J i l l  H a i s t e n  p r e s e n t s  “ R o s e s  1 0 1 ” — a  p e r f e c t  i n t r o d u c t i o n
( o r  r e f r e s h e r ! )  f o r  r o s e  l o v e r s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s .

B r i n g  a  r o s e  f r o m  y o u r  g a r d e n  i n  a  c u p — w e ’ l l  d i s c u s s  y o u r  b l o o m s
a n d  e x p l o r e  o t h e r s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  h a n d s - o n ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  s e s s i o n .

AUBURN ROSE SOCIETY02

A b o u t  J i l l :  A m e r i c a n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  C o n s u l t i n g  R o s a r i a n  &
A u b u r n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

J i l l ,  a  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  r o s e  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  4 5
y e a r s  t o  m a s t e r i n g  t h e  a r t  a n d  s c i e n c e  o f  g r o w i n g  r o s e s .  B a s e d  i n  M o n t g o m e r y ,  s h e
i s  a  s e a s o n e d  r o s a r i a n ,  k n o w n  f o r  h e r  d e e p  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  p a s s i o n  f o r
t h e s e  f a v o r e d  b l o o m s .
A s  a  C o n s u l t i n g  R o s a r i a n  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  ( A R S ) ,  J i l l  p l a y s  a  c r u c i a l
r o l e  i n  e d u c a t i n g ,  m e n t o r i n g ,  a n d  a d v i s i n g  f e l l o w  r o s e  e n t h u s i a s t s  o n  p r o p e r  c a r e ,
d i s e a s e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  g a r d e n  d e s i g n .  H e r  c r e d e n t i a l s  e x t e n d  b e y o n d  c o n s u l t i n g
— s h e  i s  a l s o  a n  A R S - a c c r e d i t e d  j u d g e ,  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  k e e n  e y e  i n  e v a l u a t i n g
r o s e  q u a l i t y ,  f o r m ,  a n d  h e a l t h  a t  p r e s t i g i o u s
 c o m p e t i t i o n s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s h e  s e r v e s  a s  a n  A R S  i n s t r u c t o r ,  s h a r i n g  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h
w o r k s h o p s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  i n s p i r e  b o t h  n o v i c e  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e d  r o s a r i a n s  a l i k e .

W e  a r e  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  J i l l  o n  o u r  t e a m ! !
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Mark your calendars!
O c t o b e r  1 2 t h  @  2  P M  

N o v e m b e r  9 t h  @  2  P M  

* C h e c k  w e b s i t e  f o r  u p - t o - d a t e  m e e t i n g  l o c a t i o n .
H o l i d a y  S o c i a l  &  A w a r d s  C e r e m o n y  

D a t e :  S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  6 t h  
L o c a t i o n :  T B D

J o i n  u s  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  m e m b e r
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  a n d  f e s t i v e  c h e e r .  

R S V P  d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  i n  N o v e m b e r .

Member Contributions

Jill Haisten…Southern Garden Favorites: Roses
That Thrive:

People often ask me, “If you could only grow one
rose, what would it be?” Well, that depends on what
you're looking for.

If you want a “plant it and let it grow” kind of rose, it
would have to be the climber Peggy Martin, also
known as the rose that survived Katrina. She’s
beautiful, hardy, and thrives on her own roots.

If you're looking for a low-maintenance rose that
produces gorgeous cut flowers, I’d recommend one
of the fabulous Kordes roses. My two favorites are
Beverly and Savannah, but Wedding Bells is a close
third. These varieties produce stunning long-stem
roses on massive bushes. Both K&M Nursery and
Nelson’s carry these roses grafted on Fortuniana
rootstock, which performs best in our region.

Yes, I grow many of the more finicky varieties, but
these are perfect for low-maintenance rose gardens
here in the South.

-Jill Haisten

cont'd 
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Want to help?

L o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e
t r u s t w o r t h y  r o s e
c a r e  a d v i c e ?  
C l i c k  H E R E
 T h e  A l a b a m a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n
S e r v i c e  i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  r e s o u r c e  f o r
r e l i a b l e ,  r e s e a r c h - b a s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n
o n  g r o w i n g  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  r o s e s  i n  o u r
r e g i o n .  W h e t h e r  y o u ' r e  a  b e g i n n e r  o r  a
s e a s o n e d  g a r d e n e r ,  t h e i r  g u i d a n c e  i s
r o o t e d  i n  s c i e n c e  a n d  t a i l o r e d  t o
A l a b a m a ’ s  u n i q u e  c l i m a t e .

Q u a r t e r l y  T i p :
F a l l

F e r t i l i z a t i o n

 A p p l y  a  l o w - n i t r o g e n
f e r t i l i z e r  i n  e a r l y  f a l l  t o

s t r e n g t h e n  r o o t s  a n d
p r e p a r e  y o u r  r o s e s  f o r

w i n t e r .

A v o i d  h i g h - n i t r o g e n
b l e n d s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e

l a t e - s e a s o n  g r o w t h .

 

W e ’ r e  s e e k i n g  s u b m i s s i o n s  f o r  o u r
W i n t e r  2 0 2 6  N e w s l e t t e r !  

S h a r e :
G a r d e n  p h o t o s
R o s e  c a r e  t i p s
R e f l e c t i o n s  o r  s t o r i e s
R e c i p e s  f e a t u r i n g  r o s e  p e t a l s  o r  r o s e w a t e r

S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o
a u b u r n r o s e s o c i e t y @ g m a i l . c o m  b y  D e c e m b e r  1 s t .

E d u c a t i o n a l  C o r n e r

R e c o m m e n d e d
R e a d i n g :

“ T h e  R o s e  B i b l e ”
b y  R a y f o r d  C l a y t o n

R e d d e l l  –  A
t i m e l e s s  g u i d e  f o r
r o s e  l o v e r s  o f  a l l

l e v e l s .

 

cont'd 

https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/landscaping/growing-roses/


A u b u r n  R o s e  S o c i e t y
F e a t u r e d  i n
A m e r i c a n  R o s e

W e ’ r e  h o n o r e d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  t h e
A u b u r n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e s t
i s s u e  o f  A m e r i c a n  R o s e ,  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R o s e
S o c i e t y !

M i c h a e l  M y r i c k ,  J u d g e ,  C R ,
C o n t r i b u t i n g  E d i t o r ,  a n d  C h a i r m a n  o f
t h e  A R S  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e ,
a n n o u n c e d  o u r  o f f i c i a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,
c e l e b r a t i n g  A u b u r n  a s  a  v i b r a n t  n e w
h u b  f o r  r o s e  c u l t u r e .  H e  h i g h l i g h t e d
o u r  s o c i e t y ’ s  r o l e  i n  e n r i c h i n g  t h e
l o c a l  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  s c e n e  a n d
a d v a n c i n g  A R S ’ s  m i s s i o n  t o  i n s p i r e
a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  r o s e s  e v e r y w h e r e .
W e ’ r e  p r o u d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n a l
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  e x c i t e d  f o r  w h a t ’ s
a h e a d !

AUBURN ROSE SOCIETY05

Discover the American Rose Society

L o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e  e x p e r t  g u i d a n c e  o n  a l l  t h i n g s  r o s e s ?  
T h e  A m e r i c a n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  i s  a  t r u s t e d  r e s o u r c e  f o r  r o s e

e n t h u s i a s t s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  m e m b e r s  t o  e x p l o r e
t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a n d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n

a v a i l a b l e :  H o m e  -  A m e r i c a n  R o s e  S o c i e t y

cont'd 
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J a m i  J o h n s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A u b u r n  R o s e  S o c i e t y ,  p i c t u r e d
w i t h  M a y o r  R o n  A n d e r s  J r .  a t  o u r  i n a u g u r a l  c h a r t e r  e v e n t  h e l d  o n
S u n d a y ,  J u n e  8 .  A  p r o u d  m o m e n t  c e l e b r a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  r o s e s ,

a n d  a  b l o o m i n g  f u t u r e  f o r  A u b u r n !  
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F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t
" A s  t h e  s e a s o n s  s h i f t ,

s o  d o  o u r  g a r d e n s
a n d  o u r  g o a l s .  L e t ’ s
c o n t i n u e  n u r t u r i n g
b o t h  w i t h  c a r e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g
p a r t  o f  t h e  A u b u r n

R o s e  S o c i e t y  f a m i l y . "
 —  J a m i  J o h n s o n

C l o s i n g  T h o u g h t s
A s  t h e  s u m m e r  s e a s o n  c o m e s  t o  a  c l o s e  a n d  c o o l e r  d a y s  b e g i n  t o  a r r i v e ,  w e ’ r e
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  g a t h e r i n g  a g a i n  a n d  s h a r i n g  o u r  l o v e  o f  r o s e s .  W h e t h e r  y o u r
g a r d e n  t h r i v e d  o r  r e s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  b r e a k ,  w e ’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  r e c o n n e c t  a n d  s t a r t
a  f r e s h  s e a s o n  t o g e t h e r .

📅  R e m i n d e r :  O u r  f i r s t  m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  i s  c o m i n g  u p !
 🗓️  D a t e :  S u n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 4
 🕑  T i m e :  2 : 0 0  P M  C T
 📍  L o c a t i o n :  L e e  C o u n t y  E x t e n s i o n  O f f i c e

C o m e  j o i n  u s  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  f e l l o w s h i p ,  u p d a t e s ,  a n d  r o s e - f i l l e d
i n s p i r a t i o n .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !  🌸

 —  T h e  A u b u r n  R o s e  S o c i e t y  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e
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